2-D Design 

Figure/Ground Vocabulary

Figure/Ground

Compositional circumstances where the figurative elements read as positive shapes and project forward from the negative space or background.

Composition

The skeletal structure or essential design of a picture as separate from both subject and style

Negative Space

The empty space around positive forms, background, field or void
Positive Shape

The established formal elements that determine the subject of a design and carry the intended visual dominance and meaning of a composition

Push-Pull

The advancing and receding of compositional forms
Optical Illusion

A dramatic exaggeration or falsehood caused by the optics of the eye

Spatial Ambiguity

The laws of compositional space that operate in multiple and unexpected ways

Visual Tension

A composition in which the elements of shape, pattern, balance, harmony and contrast all interact to produce interesting imbalances.

